
History of the Rifle 

Since the invention of gun powder by Chinese Monks around 900 AD, the 
development of the gun has been in constant progress. Fueled by the desire to wage 
war on others and the continuous development of chemistry, metallurgy, and 
machining, the modern rifle has steady developed over the intervening centuries to 
become the efficient machine of the modern rifle.  

The history of our country, and indeed the modern world, is closely linked with the 
development of the modern rifle. In many ways the rifle is an American invention 
even though the innovations and discoveries have had world wide contributions. 
Fire arms have expanded our country and lived in our imaginations since our 
youth. They are inseparable from our culture and from the effects on our culture. 

The development of the rifle is truly synonymous with the American experience. 


